
The School Principal’s Role 
in Ensuring Access

One of the most important members of the 
student’s IEP team is the building principal. This 
individual plays a vital role in shaping the nature 
of instruction and curricular implementation 
in the school community. The principal’s direct 
involvement is critical in maximizing access to 

instruction for the student with hearing loss. The following are vital roles the principal 
should assume in supporting academic achievement for students with hearing loss.

•	 Ensuring there is a match between the teacher’s instructional style and the 
student’s learning mode.

•	 Facilitating in-service training for all staff who work directly with the student 
with hearing loss.

•	 Making sure that the adaptations and modifications listed on the student’s IEP 
are applied in the classroom and larger school environment.

•	 Monitoring the student’s progress toward attainment of the IEP goals as well as 
mastery of grade-level content.

•	 Reinforcing to all staff who work with the student the need to appropriately and 
consistently use the student’s amplification system.

•	 Providing resources for adaptive materials as necessary so the student has the 
opportunity to master grade-level content at the same level as his peers.

•	 Providing an appropriate teaching/learning space for all itinerant staff who 
support the student.

Age Range: All Grades Kathleen A. Arnoldi, 2011

© 2011 Karen Anderson and Kathy Arnoldi  From Building Skills for Success in the Fast-Paced Classroom, page 489, Butte Publications.Pe
rm

iss
io

n 
is 

gr
an

te
d 

to
 in

di
vi

du
al

s 
w

ho
 h

av
e 

pu
rc

ha
se

d 
th

is 
fo

rm
 to

 re
pr

od
uc

e 
or

 e
le

ct
ro

ni
ca

lly
 s

ha
re

 it
 o

nl
y 

to
 s

er
ve

 th
ei

r s
pe

ci
fic

 s
tu

de
nt

s. 
Sh

ar
in

g 
th

is 
co

nt
en

t i
n 

an
y 

m
an

ne
r n

ot
 re

la
te

d 
to

 a
 s

pe
ci

fic
 s

tu
de

nt
’s 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
is 

pr
oh

ib
ite

d.


